
Creating Design codes for 
the internet era.

@euanmills



The web has revolutionised the way 
we access services such as booking 
flights, ordering food, listening to 
music and applying for a passport.



The problem:

Planning is still creating and consuming semi-analogue 
information which is incompatible with internet-era 
technologies. 

This makes it hard for people to find out what can be built 
where, relying instead on consultant expertise. 















Environmental Statements



Design and Access Statements



Planning drawings





Technology companies are capitalising on this problem and charging £££ for access to policy.



The solution:

Publish planning information as open data, on the web.
Making it easy for anyone to find, use and trust. 



Documents Data



How much VAT do I need to pay for my 
purchase?

Example:



Easy to find



Easy to trust



Easy to use





Create data and put it on the web.



Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: Strawbery council

Everything can be data, if you give it a number.

Design code



Design code

Analysis Areas

Public spacesBuilding heights

Street design

Vision

Break information down into smaller components



Analysis

Areas

Public spaces

Building heights

Street design

Vision



Analysis
Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: SC

Areas
Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: SC

Public spaces
Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: SC

Building heights
Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: SC Street design

Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: SC

Vision
Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: SC

Give each 
component a 
number



Areas
Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: Strawbery 
council

Public spaces
Reference: AS24
Name: Site X
Status: Draft
Geography:
Date: 15/04/23
Organisation: Strawbery council

Components can be 
broken down further



Components can be 
broken down further

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3

Area 4Area 5

Area 6

Area 7



Put components on the web so they can be linked to

Building heights



Building heights

Allocated site X

SHLAA

Planning 
application 0

Local Plan

NPPF

Housing Needs 
Assessment

Density

Allocated site Y

Infrastructure 
Funding 
Statement

New School
Delivery

Flood Zone
(EA)

CIL Charging 
Zone A



Services - market led, certified and interoperable

API’s - government run and open

Platform - government and third sector run 

Data - Local Authority created and hosted

Legislation - guidance + standards



Services - market led, certified and interoperable

API’s - government run and open

Platform - government and third sector run 

Data - Local Authority created and hosted

Legislation - guidance + standards



Legislation 







Services - market led, certified and interoperable

API’s - government run and open

Platform - government and third sector run 

Data - Local Authority created and hosted

Legislation - guidance + standards









Up-to-date, standardised, planning 
information, easily accessible to everyone, 

everywhere.



Services - market led, certified and interoperable

API’s - government run and open

Platform - government and third sector run 

Data - Local Authority created and hosted

Legislation - guidance + standards



Providing 21st Century digital services designed to meet people's needs.



Thank you.

@euanmills



Providing 21st 
Century digital 

services designed 
to meet people's 

needs.








