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[bookmark: _Toc21439180][bookmark: _Toc21445828]1.0 Introduction

1.1 Purpose
[set out the reason for producing the Regulation 22 Statement]
For example:
This Consultation Statement sets out how the Council has involved residents and key stakeholders in preparing the Xxxxxxxx Local Plan 2020 to 2040 in accordance with Regulations 18 and 19 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.
This statement meets Regulation 22 (1)(c) and demonstrates that consultation on the preparation of the Local Plan has been undertaken in accordance with the relevant Regulations and the adopted Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) (provide date).
The SCI document sets out how the Council will consult and involve the public and statutory consultees in planning matters. Full details of the current adopted SCI can be viewed here: (provide link)
[bookmark: _Toc21439181][bookmark: _Toc21445829]1.2 Background
[set out the background and context of the Plan under preparation]
For example:
This Consultation Statement describes how the Council has undertaken community participation and stakeholder involvement in the production of the Local Plan, setting out how such efforts have shaped the Plan and the main issues raised by consultation / representations. 
The Council began preparing a new Local Plan for the District in 20xx. The new Local Plan will set out the strategic vision, objectives and spatial strategy for the District, as well as, the planning policies which will guide future development. The Plan will look ahead to 20xx, and identify the main areas for sustainable development growth. It establishes policies and guidance to ensure local development is built in accordance with the principles set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).
The Local Plan will replace the adopted Core Strategy (2010) and the Site Allocation and Policies Development Plan Document (SAP DPD 2014) that currently make up the development framework for the District. 
The Council’s Proposed Submission Local Plan and supporting documents, including the sustainability appraisal, were published in accordance with Regulation 19 for a six week consultation period lasting from Friday xth September until Friday xth October 20xx. The Council consulted specific consultation and statutory bodies, local amenity and residents’ groups, businesses and individual residents. A variety of consultation techniques were used in accordance with the Statement of Community Involvement.
[bookmark: _Toc21439182][bookmark: _Toc21445830]1.3 Structure of Statement
[explain the structure of the remainder of the Regulation 22 Statement]
For example:
This statement of consultation comprises four sections: 
Section 1 is an introduction.
Section 2 sets out the timeline which has been followed in preparing the Local Plan which is accordance with the up to date Local Development Scheme (provide link).  
Section 3 summarises the main issues raised during the course of the consultation carried out under Regulations 18/19 and how the comments received have been considered by the Council. 
Section 3 is supported by the two Appendices found at Section 4 detailing how consultation was undertaken, the responses received at Regulation 18 and 20 stages and includes how the comments have been taken into account by the Council.
		Appendix 1 explains:
		 · who was invited to make representations and how (Regulation 22 (1)(c)(i) and (ii))
		· a summary of the main issues raised by those persons (Regulation 22 (1)(c)(iii)) in Plan order and
		· how those issues have been addressed in the preparation of the Local Plan (Regulation 22 (1)(c)(iv)).
		Appendix 2 explains:
		- how the Regulation 19 Local Plan consultation was undertaken and the number of representations made including a summary of the main issues (Regulation 22 (1)(c)(v) with a council response to the issues raised.

[bookmark: _Toc21439183][bookmark: _Toc21445831]2.0 Plan Production Timeline
[explain the process of Plan production over time] For example:
The creation of a new Local Plan requires a number of thorough and robust stages of consultation. This is to enable early and ongoing engagement with the local community, businesses and organisations to develop a comprehensive document, tailored to the needs of the district in terms of strategy and the policies required. 
The below timetable outlines main consultation stages of the emerging Local Plan up until the Submission date of the xth of October 20xx. 
Key Local Plan Stages Undertaken
1: Identify issues and collect evidence:  2017/18
The resolution to produce a new plan was taken by Full Council on 17th June 2017.  The Council subsequently reviewed existing policies and identified any current gaps in policies or evidence bases. Began undertaking further research to inform the Local Plan.
2: Draft Local Plan consultation– June 2018
The Council consulted on a full draft version of the Local Plan that combined the updated evidence base, technical assessments, previous consultation responses and internal comments. Consultation was open for a 6 week period .
3: Plan amendments –2018- 2019
The Council took on board comments received during the draft Local Plan consultation. Further evidence base documents were updated (eg SA/SEA) or commissioned (Viability Assessment) to improve the Local Plan ready for formal consultation/submission
4: Publish the Plan (Pre-Submission Consultation Reg 19) – Feb 2020
A submission ready version of the plan was made available for stakeholders and the public to comment on for a minimum of 6 weeks. In accordance with the Local Plan Regulations, this consultation was formal and statutory seeking specifically the Plan’s soundness for Examination in Public.
5: Submission to the Sectary of State: June 2020
The Council assessed the comments received during the regulation 19 formal consultation and considered that the Local Plan is sound, therefore, can be submitted for Examination in Public (EiP). The Plan was submitted to the secretary of State on the 15th of January.
6: Examination: - winter 2020/21
The Plan will be examined by an independent Planning Inspector.
7: Adopt- Spring 2021
 


[bookmark: _Toc21439184][bookmark: _Toc21445832]3.0 Summary of Process and Main Issues
[This should provide a proportionate and succinct narrative summary of the plan preparation process, the means of consultation and how the responses have shaped the final submission plan and be supported by evidence as set out below.  It should introduce the details to be found in the two appendices and how the requirements of Regulation 22 have been met].
An example of a summary approach can be found within the Consultation Statement of Eastleigh BC (pp 4-24) or may take the following form:
Summary of the overall plan preparation process … (including consultation, phases, authority actions/responses with reference to the Appendices. The main issues arising from the Reg 19/20 stage should be identified)
…
Main Issues raised pursuant to Regulation 19/20:
Duty to Cooperate
The Council failed to comply with the duty to cooperate in relation to allocating a site at Middleton for a supermarket which will have a significant impact on Higherton centre in Nearby District.  The adjoining District Councils were not actively engaged during the preparation of the Plan, and concerns raised about the retail impact assessment and the availability of sites for retail development within other town centres were not properly considered.
Representations from:
Nearby District Council; The Retail Consortium; 
Council response:
The Council maintains that it did comply with the duty in relation to this strategic matter, and the evidence is set out in the Duty to Cooperate Statement [DTC1] and Statement of Common Ground [SO1].

Habitats Regulations Assessment
The plan fails to include effective mitigation measures, as recommended by the Habitats Regulations Assessment, to ensure that the integrity of the only affected SPA/SAC/Ramsar site will not be harmed by developments proposed at Lowland. Policies ENV3 and ENV4 are generic, whereas the HRA recommended specific requirements for the provision of dog walking facilities be included in the policies for the allocated sites at Lowland. 
Representations from:
Natural England; EA; Wildlife Trust.
Council response:
Main modifications are proposed to policies relating to allocated sites at Lowland to include the mitigation measures recommended in the HRA.

Spatial Strategy
[bookmark: _Hlk20477651]The spatial strategy is not justified or consistent with national policy as it is based on dispersed development around all of the towns and villages in the district which will not promote sustainable patterns of development.  More development should be focussed on the largest settlements  (Old Town and Lowland) which have the most employment opportunities and services and best public transport.
Representations from:
PFL Properties; PAS Consortium; Heathland Parish Council
Council response:
The justification for the Plan’s spatial strategy is set out in the Settlement Study [S1] and Spatial Strategy Study [S2].

Vision and Objectives
The Plan’s vision and objectives are not consistent with national policy because they specifically include encouragement for greater use of private vehicles and greenfield development as a means of attracting inward investment.
Representations from:
Natural England and Heathland Parish Council.
Council response:
The Plan’s vision and objectives are justified as they reflect the Council’s Sustainable Community Strategy [CD1].

Policy 1: Housing Development Needs
The proposal to accommodate 10,000 homes over the Plan period 2018 to 2035 is not positively prepared, justified or consistent with national policy and it will not be effective in meeting local housing needs and unmet needs from adjoining areas.  Local housing need calculated using the Government’s standard methodology is 12,000 dwellings in the period 2018 to 2035.  Furthermore, that need should be treated as a minimum, and an uplift should be made to ensure that the need for affordable homes can be met. Unmet needs from Little and Large districts should be accommodated.  Representors suggest a range of alternative figures, from 11,000 up to 27,000.
Representations from:
Heathland Parish Council; Nearby District Council; PAS Consortium
Council response:
The justification for the housing need figure of 10,000 is set out in Local Housing Need Study [H1].

Etc…

Conclusion [a short conclusion drawing together Section 3 and the Appendices and confirming that Reg 22 has been satisfied]

[bookmark: _Toc21439185][bookmark: _Toc21445833]
Appendix 1
[bookmark: _Hlk19514533][The first Appendix should set out the requirements of Regulation 22(1)(c)(i) to (iv). Namely:
(i) which bodies and persons the local planning authority invited to make representations under regulation 18,
(ii) how those bodies and persons were invited to make representations under regulation 18,
(iii) a summary of the main issues raised by the representations made pursuant to regulation 18,
(iv) how any representations made pursuant to regulation 18 have been taken into account; …

Logically this can be broken down into 4 sections addressing each clause supported by details provided in 2 Schedules.] For example:
1)	Introduction
The Council published the Local Plan Preferred Approach document for consultation on xxth June 2017, under Regulation 18 of the of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England). The Plan was subject to 6 weeks of consultation. Section 2 of this Appendix clarifies which bodies and persons were invited to make representations consulted and how that was undertaken.
398 respondents raised 1024 comments.  A precis of the main issues raised in Plan order is contained in Section 3 below. This includes the response of the Council indicating how such comments were taken into account in the next stage of Plan preparation.
Section 4 sets out a conclusion on the efficacy of the Regulation 18 consultation process.
2)	Who was consulted under Regulation 18 and how that was undertaken?
Upon publication, a formal notification letter or email was sent to around 1,000 persons or organisations to invite them to make representations on the consultation document (Schedule 1).  A full list of organisations notified is available in Schedule 1. Consultation documents were made available on the Council's website and available at public libraries and the Council offices.
In addition, the consultation was publicised using the methods indicated in Schedule 2 (detail of events, articles etc)… which included … (three public meetings, two press articles etc[footnoteRef:2]). [2:  Hyperlinks to the evidence could be included here.] 


3)	Main Issues raised in Plan order including the Council response/action
The following is a list of the responses raised by the Regulation 18 consultation. This is organised by Local Plan Chapter including comments on key evidence where relevant (eg SA/SEA/HRA). 

	[bookmark: _Hlk19514817]Plan Topic/ Chapter
	Policy (if applicable)
	Main Issues raised
	Council Response 
	Council Action
	Respondents’ unique ID
	Respondents’ name

	Vision
	-
	The Vision is too trite and insufficiently ambitious in its scope.
It does not recognise the economic challenges of the locality nor the national issue of climate change.
	The Vision is derived from the Council’s Strategic Plan which does acknowledge the economic issues of the area.

Climate Change is addressed throughout the plan and by Chapter 7. This is compliant with national policy.
	No action required
	Ref 10
Ref 39
Ref 45
Ref 108

	A Smith
B Amir
C Jones
Dev Property Ltd

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




4)	Conclusion
A short conclusion on the means by which the Council/Authority has met the requirements of Regulation 22(1)(c) (i) to (iv) can be provided here with reference to the Statement of Community Involvement.
Two schedules should be prepared in support of Appendix 1 as follows:
Schedule 1: Details of the consultation database (bodies, groups, members of the public etc)
Schedule 2: Details of the consultation methods undertaken (letters, press releases, etc).

[bookmark: _Toc21439186][bookmark: _Toc21445834]Appendix 2
[Appendix 2 is especially useful for the Examination stage and the appointed examiner and should set out how the requirements of Regulation 22(1)(c)(v) or (vi) have been met. Namely:
(v) if representations were made pursuant to regulation 20, the number of representations made and a summary of the main issues raised in those representations; and
(vi) if no representations were made in regulation 20, that no such representations were made;
Logically this can be broken down into 4 sections addressing each clause supported by details provided in 2 Schedules.]
For example:
1)	Introduction
The Council published the Local Plan Submission document for consultation on xxth Jun 2019, pursuant to Regulation 19 of the of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England). The Plan was subject to 6 weeks of consultation. Section 2 of this Appendix clarifies who was consulted and how that was undertaken.
236 respondents raised 877 comments.  A precis of the main issues raised in Plan order is contained in Section 3 of this Appendix. This includes the response of the Council.
Section 4 sets out a brief conclusion on the efficacy of the Regulation 19 consultation process.
2)	Who was consulted under Regulation 19 and how that was undertaken?
Upon publication, a formal notification letter or email was sent to around 1,000 persons or organisations to invite them to make representations on the consultation document as per the iterative consultation list which was used for the Regulation 18 consultation. Copies of the representations are available separately (include link).
In addition, the consultation was publicised using the following methods (detail of events, articles etc)…
3)	Main Issues raised in Plan order including the Council response/action
The following is a list of the responses/main issues raised by the Regulation 19 consultation. This is organised by Local Plan Chapter including comments on key evidence where relevant (eg SA/SEA/HRA).  Exceptionally the Council has considered the need for further modification to the proposed submission plan and where justified this is explained within the table (a separate schedule of proposed modifications will be prepared).
		
	Plan Topic/ Chapter
	Policy
	Main Issues raised[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The formatting of the table should seek to minimise cells with undue white space.] 

	Council Response 
	Potential change to Plan
	Respondents’ unique ID
	Respondents’ name

	Vision
	-
	Does not recognise the importance of climate change.
	Climate change is part of the vision for sustainable forms of development and is specifically referenced by Chapter 7. 
	None
	Ref 10
	A Smith

	etc
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


				
4)	Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk33782804]A short conclusion on the means by which the Council/Authority has fulfilled the requirements of Regulation 22(1)(c)(v) or (vi) can be provided with reference to the Statement of Community Involvement.
One Schedule should be prepared in support of Appendix 2 as follows:
Schedule 1: Details of the consultation undertaken[footnoteRef:4] (letters, press releases, etc) and details of who was part of the consultation (statutory bodies, interest groups, members of the public etc). [4:  See example of Doncaster BC ] 
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