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Introducing Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole
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Christchurch

Poole

Poole Bay

Poole Harbour

Christchurch 

Bay

New Forest

(Hampshire)

Isle of Purbeck 

(Dorset)

• Population growth driven by net migration

• An ageing population

• Higher than average health and wellbeing

• Increasing diversity with over 80 languages spoken

• Wages below the national average

• House prices higher than national average



UK Vitality Index 2022
(health of UK’s largest towns and 

cities outside of London):

4th place - Bournemouth

5th place - Poole



Town centre perceptions



What is happening to our town centres
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Three Towns Alliance: principles of working

• Community led: community conversations, empowering Council, lived experience

• Enabling Communities: community involvement not community engagement or 

community consultation

• Green Council: with environment and climate mitigation and adaption at its heart

• Grass roots up: open and transparent Council that devolves powers to its communities

• Lived experience: living the Council’s values of respect, passion, innovation, integrity



Thriving 

Places

Connecting 

people to 

opportunity

West Howe Community Day 2022

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t54Vef_jY_8


Public art is part of our public history, of our evolving culture 

and of our collective memory. It reflects and reveals our society 

and adds meaning to our cities.

Public art and public space

Civic pride * Local identity * Visitor attraction * Engage diverse communities



Culture led place making

2019 - BCP Cultural Enquiry identifies priorities



Cultural Compact 

2021 – Cultural Compact is formed
2022 – Compact develops Cultural Strategy in partnership with Council



Cultural Strategy

Owned by the Cultural Compact.  Enabled by the Council.

2023 – Cultural Strategy approved by Cabinet



Our cultural eco-system





Meanwhile



Thank you

andrew.emery@bcpcouncil.gov.uk , Strategic Development Manager
andrea.francis@bcpcouncil.gov.uk, Cultural Development Manager.

mailto:andrew.emery@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:andrea.francis@bcpcouncil.gov.uk

	Slide 1: Culture & Placemaking  Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: What is happening to our town centres
	Slide 6: Three Towns Alliance: principles of working 
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Meanwhile
	Slide 15: Thank you  andrew.emery@bcpcouncil.gov.uk , Strategic Development Manager andrea.francis@bcpcouncil.gov.uk, Cultural Development Manager.

