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Introduction

As a Metropolitan county West Yorkshire is split in to 5 district council areas 

and has a total population of 2.35 million.

There are almost 600 High Rise Residential Buildings across the county with 

the majority (71%) of those premises being in Leeds. 15% are located in 

Bradford and the remaining 14% split between the areas of Calderdale, 

Kirklees and Wakefield.
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Background

• Immediately post Grenfell our Fire Protection Team began to receive 

notifications of premises where cladding did not meet relevant standards 

as a result of tests carried out on samples by the Building Research 

Establishment.

• Upon receipt of these notifications our Protection team carried out visits to 

the premises within 24 hours to ensure relevant interim measures were 

introduced enabling the premises to continue to be safely occupied. 

• ACM v External Wall Systems (EWS)
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Main concerns EWS

Whilst initial notifications related to ACM and alternative cladding such as 

HPL, external wall systems are not restricted to cladding, the term now 

encompasses anything on the external face of a building. including:

• Aluminium Composite Material (ACM)

• High Pressure Laminate (HPL)

• Timber

• Bonded/rendered insulation

• Balconies

• Cavity barriers

• Ducts/vents/pipes without suitable fire stops 

In our opinion, the safest course of action is for all unsafe External Wall 

Systems to be remediated/removed from all buildings. Temporary interim 

measures should not be used long term.
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Assurance Process 

• NFCC trial for Assurance Process

• Development of the Protection Board Assurance process

• Article 27 letters
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Article 27 Letters

• Definition of ‘Temporary Interim Measures’

• Temporary interim measures in practice

• Serving of Article 27 letters in December 2019

Local Authority ACM HPL

Leeds 10 6

Bradford 3 1

Kirklees 3 1

Calderdale 3 0

Wakefield 0 0
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Residents Engagement

• FAQ document for each residence

• Visits by crews

• Meeting with leaseholders
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Enforcement

Fire & Rescue Authorities have varying tools to bring about compliance at 

their disposal, these are: 

• Informal advice / action  – Since Grenfell WYFRS have issued 77 informal 

notices (notification of deficiency)

• Enforcement Notice – Since Grenfell WYFRS have issued 36 Enforcement 

Notices

• Prohibition/Restriction Notice – Since Grenfell WYFRS have issued 164 

Prohibition Notices (11 Individual premises)

• Prosecution – Since Grenfell WYFRS have carried out 3 successful 

prosecutions against 6 different Responsible Persons details of one are as 

follows:
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Prohibition of Premises

• Prohibition of High Rise Residential Building's

• A last resort

• Support from Local Authorities (eg Bradford MDC)
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Conclusions ……Moving forward

Since the start of this piece of work, within West Yorkshire we have dealt with 

99 premises which have some form of unsafe external wall system installed.

To date 25 of those premises have been fully remediated.

Whilst we see this as a positive step forward we are mindful of the continued 

ongoing task

We continue to engage with Responsible Persons of premises with EWS and 

more frequently where there are other significant fire safety issues such as 

failures in compartmentation.

Where there has been a change in evacuation from Stay Put to Simultaneous 

Evacuation and this is supported by a waking watch, we ensure that we 

regularly check on the waking watch provisions to ensure they are carrying 

out their role as we would expect, providing reassurance to residents.



11 08 March 2021

Questions?


