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Census First Release 2021 – England and Wales

+6.1% 
households
(1.4 million) 
since 2011

18.6% 

65 years and 
over

97% 
response 

rate

> 10,000

stakeholders
engaged

3.5 million
Population growth 
in England & Wales 

since 2011

7th place 
on Twitter

trending 
(June 28)

104.1m 

social media 
users reached

2150 pieces 

of media

coverage



3

Covid-19 Vaccination coverage 

by Industry
Ukrainian Diaspora in 

England and Wales

The table and map show persons recorded as born in Ukraine organised by regions

using preliminary 2021 Census data as above. These are not official Census

estimates, but preliminary census response counts of usual residents that

responded to Census 2021 and listed Ukraine as their country of birth. Data

available here.

Third coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination coverage was highest in the public

administration and defence; compulsory social security industry section. Crude

vaccination rate by industry section and vaccine number in people aged 18 to

64 years, England, 28 February 2022. Source: Office for National Statistics -

Public Health Data Asset, NHS England - National Immunisation Management

Service.

Winter pressures

ONS asked to help identify 

geographically the most 

vulnerable in winter. 

DHSC Fuel Poverty

To inform and support response planning to 

the rising cost of living by the Department of 

Health and Social Care.

Source: Population estimates for a selection of personal and household 

characteristics based on Census 2021 responses, England - Office for 

National Statistics

Early policy impact of Census

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/adhocs/14354ct210001
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthinequalities/bulletins/coronavirusandvaccinationratesinpeopleaged18to64yearsbyoccupationengland/28february2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/adhocs/15145populationestimatesforaselectionofpersonalandhouseholdcharacteristicsbasedoncensus2021responsesengland


There was an 

increase in the 

proportion of 

people reporting 

very good health

and a

decrease in the 

proportion of 

people reporting 

very bad 

health, compared 

with the 

2011 Census

The South East also had 

the lowest proportion of 

people reporting very bad 

health,

The region with the 

highest proportion of 

people reporting very 

good health was the 

South East

The North East had the 

highest proportion of 

people reporting very bad 

health and the lowest 

proportion reporting very 

good health

However, when compared with 2011 this was a 

decrease in the proportion reporting very bad 

health and an increase in the proportion reporting very 

good health.

General health, England and Wales: Census 2021



The proportion of unpaid 

carers aged 5 years and over 

has decreased since Census 

2011.

In England, the five local authorities 

with the largest proportions of usual 

residents aged 5 years and over who 

provided any amount of unpaid care 

were St. Helens (11.7%), Ashfield

(11.6%), Mansfield (11.5%), Knowsley

(11.5%) and Halton (11.3%).

What the census collected on unpaid care



Census products 

Census maps

“Explore spatial patterns, 

and compare areas”

Custom profiles

“Let me define my own 

area and find out about 

it”

“Tell me what has 

happened to my area in the 

past 10 years”

Change over time area 

reports

How well do you know 

your area?

“Let me see how well I know 

my area”
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• The Custom Profile Builder 

will enable users to create 

profiles of census data for 

chosen areas.

• The ‘draw your own 

geography’ functionality 

enables the profile to be 

created for non-standard 

geographies.

• We will add more 

variables as more 

data is released.

Build your own area profiles



Custom area profiles



Custom area profiles



For the latest plans and more 

information visit: Release 

calendar - Office for National 

Statistics (ons.gov.uk)

What comes next – additional Geographies early 2023

• Data at ward-level geographies 

will be added to each topic 

summary for Census 2021 in 

England and Wales.

• Data for Westminster 

parliamentary constituencies 

will be added to topic 

summaries for Census 2021 in 

England and Wales.

• Data at England and Wales 

health areas will be added to 

topic summaries for Census 

2021 in England and Wales.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/releasecalendar?query=census&fromDateDay=&fromDateMonth=&fromDateYear=&toDateDay=&toDateMonth=&toDateYear=&view=upcoming


What Comes Next – Multivariate Census Statistics
The Flexible Table Builder:

• builds the requested table

• applies disclosure control (confidentiality) 

checks

• applies the Disclosure Rules 

Language (DRL) in less than a second 

(depending on the dataset, server load 

etc)

• Users can try different combinations which 

are checked automatically

• The DRL can be edited, so we can specify 

the rules we want

• The idea is to allow data for more relevant 

areas



Our vision 

More frequent, timely and inclusive 
statistics about the population and its 

characteristics



The transformed outputs will include

National to local

Population and 

Migration 

Statistics

Understanding 

demographic 

change and respond 

to challenges

Population sub-

groups and 

characteristics

Reflecting the 

diversity of 

populations to

local levels

Housing, 

accommodation 

and living 

arrangements

Understanding

who and how 

people live together 

in our society

Outcomes

Data assets that 

allow us to 

understand 

population life 

journeys and 

outcomes


