
Bradford district:  
Bradford UK City of 
Culture 2025

Joel McKay

Cultural Partnership Manager





We’re as  
unique
as a jar of 
buttons*

*from Bombay Stores

We’re Bradford, we’re different, and we know who we are

“We’ve history and savvy  
and the know-how we 

need – fix it with training 
and a mind to succeed.”



Living well, within  
the boundaries
of our planet.

Future-proofing the  
district, ensuring
a positive legacy —
a legacy that lasts

“In science and textiles, 
small business and big –

we’re ready for owt,
to work smart and rejig.”



Zara, by Mind the Gap

The story describes the life of a 
mother with learning 

disabilities and her fight to 
protect her baby, with the 

puppet standing at 22ft (6.7m).

Mind the Gap is England's 
leading learning disability 
performance and live arts 

company



The five driving principles of our bid for 
City of Culture 2025 were: 

→ Our bid 
will be 
distinctively 
Bradford. 

→ Our bid will 
be inclusive 
to all the 
people of 
Bradford 
District, 
reflecting the 
rich diversity 
of our 
communities. 

→ Our bid will 
succeed by 
developing a range 
of collaborations 
and partnerships to 
encourage 
participation. In 
particular, it will 
reach young people 
and people who 
don’t currently see 
arts and culture as 
something for them 

→ Our bid will 
be of the 
highest quality 
and forge links 
with local, 
national and 
international 
partners. 

→ Our bid 
will be an 
agent of real 
and lasting 
change far 
beyond 2025. 



The award



3.0

1000 new performances and 
events including 365 artist 
commissions, a series of 

major arts festivals as well as 
exciting national and 

international collaborations. 



2.0



What we are doing now



Shanaz Gulzar – Creative 
Director

Dan Bates – Executive 
Director



Vince Virr, dance artist and aerialist

Bradford South Asian Festival



→ Review of 
cleansing and 
waste across the 
district in order to 
be prepared for 
2025 and ensure a 
high standard of 
cleanliness

→ The 
preparation of 
a detailed 
project plan 
that will seek 
to ensure that 
the city is 
prepared and 
dressed in 
advance of 
2025

→ Ensuring the 
‘Cultural Capital’ 
– key event 
locations – are 
ready for 2025

→ Review of all 
proposed 
maintenance 
programmes to 
ensure they 
maximise the 
impact on 
appearance of the 
City Centre, key 
routes into and 
key locations 
across the 
district.

District readiness



Legacy



The legacy of UK City of Culture 
and Culture is our Plan.

2.

→ Create an exceptional year-round programme 
of festivals and events

→ Children and young people  

→ Place Marketing 

→ Investment in Sector support agencies

→ Community ownership

→ Direct Independent Sector support

→ Cultural capital projects and public realm 
improvements

→ CBMDC Culture team



Thank you


