
Lancashire County 
Council’s approach to 
supporting children as 
victims of Domestic 
Abuse



Lancashire  

• 1 Tier One local authority

• 12 Tier 2 local authorities

• 2 Unitary local authorities

• 5 acute trust hospitals

• Population: 1,253,154

• 10 domestic abuse services
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Development of Domestic Abuse Support in Lancashire

2017 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

MHCLG 
funding 
round 1

Redesign 
of service

MHCLG 
funding 
round 2

Covid 
lockdown

Domestic 
Abuse Act 

2021

Services 
expanded

• New commissions:

• Specialist DA 
providers funded in  
safe accommodation

• OPCC contract for 
domestic abuse 
victims

• Partnerships

• Learning

• Family 
Safeguarding

• Focus on Part 4

• Stability & 
continuity of 
specialist support

• Children’s 
support in Safe 
Accommodation

• Safe at Home 
outreach

• Male refuge

• Lancashire County 
Council approach 
approved

• Children’s 
Community
Outreach Service 
roll out

• Connect & Respect
programme

• Parachute
programme

• Respect Young 
People’s 
Programme

• Continuity of 
specialist 
support

• Refuge
Contract
continuation

• 196 units of safe 
accommodation 

• Transgender/non-
binary refuge

• Holistic approach

• Stability

• Focus on Part 1



Specialist Work
Refuges & 

Safehouses
Insecure Immigration Status (NRPF)

IDVA

Targeted Work
Outreach Support (Safe at Home)

DA Perpetrator Programme
Parachute Programme (14- 19 years)

CAPVA Programme (RYPP) 
Trans/non-binary community support

Children and Young People Community Outreach

Early Intervention 
Confidential multilingual helpline (Safe for A.L.L.)

Training for front line practitioners

Lancashire County Council Domestic Abuse Public Health Commissions

Children’s Services contribute to the support 
of high risk through the Family safeguarding 

model

LCC contribute to the Lancashire OPCC victim 
response

Children’s Services contribute by  
co-delivery

Prevention 
Connect & Respect programme

Domestic 
Abuse Act 
statutory 

duty
DLUHC 
funded 

Early 
Intervention 
& prevention 
work Public 

Health Grant 
funded 



Specialist domestic abuse providers in Lancashire 



New holistic 
domestic 

abuse 
commission



Domestic Abuse Act 2021 Part 1 – 
Children being recognised as Victims in their own 
right

▪ Engagement with Councillors 

▪ The Lancashire Domestic Abuse Partnership board widened remit

▪ Consistent offer across all areas

▪ Training

▪ Children’s Services 
▪ Domestic Abuse Practitioners

▪ Reducing Parental Conflict

▪ CSAP independent scrutiny report
▪ Focused sub-group 



Going forward

• Understanding the communities we work in to identify 
gaps and needs

• More investment in specialist services for children

• Constant awareness raising 

• Training for all
• Improved recognition of various presentations

• Learning from Domestic Homicide Reviews 
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