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An overview of the current rural economy and the decline 

of traditional land-based industries. 

The objective for this project is to discover what are the current activities in the Rother rural 

areas and what opportunities for rural businesses are emerging nationally and internationally 

that can be applied locally. This can be through the emergence of new technologies, changes 

to funding opportunities, alignment with national policies, amongst others. 

Working with Urban Foresight we have identified five key areas of focus:

• Green Sector 

• Creative and Digital 

• Tourism and Viticulture 

• Transport 

• Construction Using



Green Sector: 

• An important area of 
growth for the Council 
as we have set carbon 
neutral targets to be met 
by 2030 and a pledge to 
support the green 
economy. This has 
become a green-golden 
thread that runs through 
all the council’s projects 
and we are looking to 
support businesses to 
do the same.



Creative and 
Digital:

• De La Warr Pavilion as a key 
economic driver situated in Bexhill 
we have long been looking at the 
creative sector in supporting growth 
in Rother.

• Bexhill has also recently seen the 
council turn a series of light 
industrial units into artist workspace 
which were filled as soon as they 
were opened: Beeching Road 
Studios.



Tourism & 
Viticulture

• Increasing we are seeing the 
growth of viticulture across the 
District with numerous vineyards 
opening and looking to expand. 

• Key part of this work is linking the 
consultants with our planners to 
ensure that proposed business 
growth can happen within the 
parameters of being situated in an 
AONB. 
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Transport

• Not issues easily addressed at 
District level, and in the term of one 
strategy action plan. 

• Learning to work around these 
constraints - investing in broadband 
and reaching out to industries that 
don’t rely on high speed transport 
networks.



Construction

• In trying to make the most of 
the drive to increase housing 
stock locally we have invested 
in a construction skills officer 
who puts in place Employment 
and Skills Plans with 
developers to bring 
opportunities for skills, jobs 
and learning to the local 
communities.



Mapping

• Using business rate data 

from the past four years 

Urban Foresight have tried 

to get an understanding of 

the growth of these sectors 

and general distribution of 

businesses in rural Rother. 

• This alongside data on 

business activity seen via 

vacancy rates shows a 

stable picture for most 

sectors including office, 

leisure and industrial. 



The emerging opportunities for the rural economy and rural businesses



What are the next steps that the council is taking to support the emerging 

opportunities for the rural economy?

• Support through the Rural Shared Prosperity Fund 2023-24 and 2024-25:

• Though we do not have specific projects mapped out, as we are waiting for the report from 

the LGA on business’s needs, we are clear on the areas of growth our rural businesses 

are exploring and needing support for. 

– Support for changes to premises that have a clear impact on growth 

– Supporting business infrastructure to encourage new, or maintain at risk, jobs 

– Encourage environmental changes to infrastructure that will support zero carbon 

ambitions 

– Bring refreshed thinking into the rural visitor economy


