
 

 

Checklist: Next steps for PCCs on disordered gambling 
 

We invited the contributors to the Addiction & Substance Misuse Portfolio Briefing 
on Problem Gambling (1.12.2021) to provide us with their key ‘asks’ and 
‘takeaways’ for PCCs. A summary is provided below; we hope that these 
suggestions will be useful in following up in your OPCCs and with partners.  
 

1. Improving understanding, raising awareness 
 

✓  Develop your understanding of problem gambling and the relationship with 
crime and that of your OPCC team / partners - for example, by disseminating 
and discussing the Howard League Commission’s State of Play Report 
 

✓  Engage with people with lived experience of disordered gambling who can 
share their personal experiences, both those who have had gambling problems 
themselves and families (e.g., https://www.epicrestartfoundation.org/ and 
www.gamblingandcrime.com) 

 

✓  Ensure that you are made aware of and contribute to Local Authority Reviews 
of their Gambling Statement of Principles 
 

✓  Encourage and support officers in your OPCC to undertake training on 
gambling harms – for example, you may want to use the Beacon Trust’s Bet 
you can help programme.  
 

✓  Promote training for professionals working with offenders and others who 
may have gambling problems. 
 

2. Access to services and support 
 

✓  Assess what services are available locally and advocate for better access 

✓  Ensure that at every relevant point in the system there is awareness of and 
signposting to services and support, both nationally and locally ( e.g. Gamcare, 
CNWL NHS Clinic,  Leeds and York NHS Clinic and Beacon Trust) 
 

✓  Consider linking gambling addiction to other PCC objectives and areas of work, 
such as domestic abuse, and providing funding to charities who work in these 
areas and can help to identify and address gambling-related harms 
 

✓  Raise the issue of problem gambling in local partnerships and develop a plan 
to address it, and make the case of including it in key local strategies (e.g. the 
Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy or local addictions and/or mental health 
strategies) 
 

3. A better response in the policing and criminal justice system 
 

✓  Find out what support is provided by your force for serving officers and staff to 
come forward about a gambling problem and what support is provided 
 

https://howardleague.org/commission-on-crime-and-problem-gambling/
https://www.epicrestartfoundation.org/
http://www.gamblingandcrime.com/
https://www.gamcare.org.uk,/
https://www.cnwl.nhs.uk/services/mental-health-services/addictions-and-substance-misuse/national-problem-gambling-clinic
https://www.leedsandyorkpft.nhs.uk/our-services/northern-gambling-service/
https://beaconcounsellingtrust.co.uk/problematic-gambling/


 

 

✓  Ask your commissioning leads to review whether gambling harms are screened 
for in relevant services that you commission and where this is not happening 
ask them to develop proposals (e.g., to ensure that custody care providers are 
screening for disordered gambling as well as drug and alcohol problems) 
 

✓  Check that any screening is passed to Liaison and Diversion colleagues and 
thereafter into a counselling service either NHS and / or a charity, so where 
problems are picked up in screening people get the support that they need 
 

✓  At initial presentation in the criminal justice system help to ensure clear 
signposting to local charities, national helpline support, NHS Clinics, after care 
services and appropriate peer support networks 
 

✓ . Help to ensure that pre-sentence reports are prepared for and considered by 
the courts, as they are with drug and alcohol dependencies 
 

✓  Make the case for gambling addiction support to be available in custody at a 
similar level to drug and alcohol service provision, and help to raise awareness 
of gambling culture in prisons and the need to tackle them  
 

✓  Increase the support provided through the probation services – for example, 
there could be an opportunity to link up with the local National Probation 
Service regional director to see if there is potential for partnership work, 
exploring, for example, whether the NPS regions have co-commissioning 
potential in their ROIF (Regional Outcomes and Innovation Fund) that could 
help to address this issue 
 

✓  Advocate for, champion and help to plan for a joined up approach to problem 
gambling across the criminal justice system by engaging with this issue 
through the Local Criminal Justice Board 
 

4. Stop POCA from hitting families and blocking recovery 
 

✓  Advocate for clear and fair application of the Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA) 
with a focus on when to use or not use the Act 
 

✓  In any investigation check what the gambling institutions are doing to pay back 
any losses and check that any POCA proceeding is aware of this repayment  
 

✓  Help to ensure that financial investigators are aware of the compounding 
effect of a POCA application on a gambler and their family particularly children 
and the links to ACEs 
 

 

 
This checklist has been produced by the APCC Addictions and Substance Misuse 
Portfolio. Contact: marcus.roberts@apccs.police.uk 
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Developing evidence-based interventions across the ‘life course’ of disordered gambling 
Based on discussion at the APCC Portfolio Meeting on 1 Dec 2021 


