
Local Government Employment

Quarter 1, 2023
Summary
Headcount: 1,329,100
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE): 1,020,100

Male: 340,000 (25.6%)
Female: 989,100 (74.4%)

Full-time: 674,100 (50.7%)
Part-time: 655,000 (49.3%)

Permanent: 1,178,200 (88.6%)
Temporary/Casual: 150,900 (11.4%)

Table 1: Headcount and FTE by Type of Authority 

Type Headcount FTE

English Unitary 289,700 222,800

London Borough 161,800 132,000

Met District 298,300 231,500

Shire County 364,300 260,700

Shire District 79,200 66,900

Welsh Unitary 135,800 106,200

Table 2: Employment by Type of Authority  (headcount)

Type
Male Full-

time
Female Full-

time
Male Part-

time
Female 

Part-time
Permanent

Temporary/ 
Casual

English Unitary 56,600 89,600 17,800 125,800 259,700 30,000

London Borough 40,300 62,700 8,800 50,000 144,100 17,700

Met District 58,300 92,700 17,000 130,300 270,300 28,000

Shire County 46,300 104,400 21,400 192,100 322,600 41,700

Shire District 31,300 24,100 5,900 17,900 70,500 8,700

Welsh Unitary 28,200 39,600 8,000 60,000 110,900 24,900

Figure 1: Employment Distribution by Type of Authority 
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Table 3: Headcount and FTE by Region

Region Headcount FTE

East Midlands 98,300 72,300

East of England 120,300 89,100

London 161,800 132,000

North East 65,400 52,000

North West 191,200 146,500

South East 196,500 148,500

South West 97,800 74,500

Wales 135,800 106,200

West Midlands 117,300 89,300

Yorkshire and the Humber 144,700 109,700

Table 4: Employment by Region (headcount)

Region
Male Full-

time
Female Full-

time
Male Part-

time
Female 

Part-time
Permanent

Temporary/ 
Casual

East Midlands 19,300 28,400 5,900 44,700 84,700 13,600

East of England 21,700 37,000 7,700 53,800 108,300 11,900

London 40,300 62,700 8,800 50,000 144,100 17,700

North East 15,500 22,200 3,700 24,100 59,100 6,300

North West 32,700 59,800 11,100 87,600 172,400 18,900

South East 33,800 59,900 10,400 92,300 177,300 19,200

South West 19,500 27,800 6,200 44,300 87,300 10,500

Wales 28,200 39,600 8,000 60,000 110,900 24,900

West Midlands 21,200 35,000 7,300 53,800 102,700 14,600

Yorkshire and the Humber 28,800 40,700 9,700 65,600 131,400 13,400

Figure 1: Employment Distribution by Region

Source: ONS Quarterly Public Sector Employment Survey.
Local Government Association Research and Information Team
https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/research-and-data
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