
Local Government Employment

Quarter 3, 2023
Summary
Headcount: 1,311,600
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE): 1,014,300

Male: 339,700 (25.9%)
Female: 971,800 (74.1%)

Full-time: 678,700 (51.7%)
Part-time: 632,800 (48.2%)

Permanent: 1,168,500 (89.1%)
Temporary/Casual: 143,100 (10.9%)

Table 1: Headcount and FTE by Type of Authority 

Type Headcount FTE

English Unitary 314,900 240,400

London Borough 159,000 131,400

Met District 296,000 231,000

Shire County 332,500 242,000

Shire District 74,400 63,100

Welsh Unitary 134,700 106,300

Table 2: Employment by Type of Authority  (headcount)

Type
Male Full-

time
Female Full-

time
Male Part-

time
Female 

Part-time
Permanent

Temporary/ 
Casual

English Unitary 61,600 97,200 19,900 136,200 282,600 32,400

London Borough 40,800 63,300 8,400 46,600 141,400 17,500

Met District 58,600 93,400 17,100 126,900 269,400 26,500

Shire County 43,600 98,700 18,900 171,400 296,800 35,700

Shire District 29,400 23,000 5,400 16,500 66,400 7,900

Welsh Unitary 28,400 40,700 7,800 57,900 111,800 23,000

Figure 1: Employment Distribution by Type of Authority 
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Table 3: Headcount and FTE by Region

Region Headcount FTE

East Midlands 95,300 71,000

East of England 118,500 88,700

London 159,000 131,400

North East 64,800 52,200

North West 190,900 145,400

South East 193,800 147,200

South West 96,400 74,100

Wales 134,700 106,300

West Midlands 116,000 89,700

Yorkshire and the Humber 142,100 108,200

Table 4: Employment by Region (headcount)

Region
Male Full-

time
Female Full-

time
Male Part-

time
Female 

Part-time
Permanent

Temporary/ 
Casual

East Midlands 19,500 28,300 5,800 41,700 82,900 12,500

East of England 21,600 37,200 7,400 52,300 107,200 11,300

London 40,800 63,300 8,400 46,600 141,400 17,500

North East 15,800 22,500 3,600 22,900 58,900 5,900

North West 32,700 60,300 11,100 86,800 172,100 18,800

South East 34,100 60,200 10,100 89,300 175,300 18,400

South West 19,500 28,100 6,200 42,600 86,500 9,900

Wales 28,400 40,700 7,800 57,900 111,800 23,000

West Midlands 21,300 35,500 7,100 52,000 103,000 13,000

Yorkshire and the Humber 28,700 40,200 9,800 63,400 129,300 12,800

Figure 1: Employment Distribution by Region

Source: ONS Quarterly Public Sector Employment Survey.
Local Government Association Research and Information Team
https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/research-and-data
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