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We are here!
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Trafford Design Code project team

• All design code content
• Development Management led
• Public consultation
• Testing and deployment

• Digital platform
• Graphical content
• Hosting and 

maintenance
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A digital first solution

Digitally native format PDF as output
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Simplified user experience

• User journey is clear 
from home page

• Users only need to focus 
on the relevant 
development type to 
their project

• Saves reading large 
irrelevant documents 
that allow for aspects to 
be missed
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Simple sub-chapters linked to compliance

• User can easily navigate 
through a small number 
of sub-chapters relevant 
to their development 
type

• All chapters are colour 
coded for ease
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Searchable and indexed 
design code content

• All design codes are:
• Colour coded 
• Uniquely numbered
• Digitally indexed
• Searchable
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Compliance
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Wharfside Masterplan

• Part of the Trafford Design Code
• Parameter based
• DM approach to a place 

www.trafforddesigncode.uk/wharfside
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Wharfside Masterplan
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Why you as DM officers can and should write your Code

• You know your area and you know your issues – better 
than anyone. Baseline / evidence – in your heads.

• Strong link to validation checklists

• Why do you refuse applications? 

• Why don’t you refuse applications? 

• What tools do you need to articulate why something is 
poor design?

• What are the developers telling you – about efficiency, 
about viability? 

• How much of that is actually affected by your design 
code?

• You get to use it and be bold with it - do not water your 
code down immediately with contrary decision making. 
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Challenges

• It is a MASSIVE undertaking to do it properly – you 
will need to second at least one person or manage 
consultants – a new thing for DM officers. 

• It will take more than a year – double the time you 
think it will take, and then put half on again. 

• Do as much as possible  in-house and use it as an 
opportunity to upskill and train. 

• Needs lots of engagement / consultation – different to 
the usual DM process. 

• Think about the statutory planning framework – you 
need to talk to your policy colleagues. 

• Headwinds.
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What’s next for us? 

• Viability testing ongoing. 

• Compliance checklist

• Adoption June 2024

• Validation checklist (tied in with Digital 
Planning Improvement Fund bid)
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Thank you for listening

www.trafforddesigncode.uk

www.trafforddesigncode.uk/wharfside


