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LGA Special Interest Group Annual Report to LGA Leadership 

Board 

SIG Name: World Heritage UK  (WH UK) 

Lead Member: Bath and North-East Somerset Council 

Lead Officer:  Tony Crouch 

 

Email:  Tony_Crouch@bathnes.gov.uk 

Address:   

Telephone:   

Website:  worldheritageuk.org 

 

 

Membership 
The following Local Authorities are members of World Heritage UK: 
 

Bath and NE Somerset Council 

Armagh – Banbridge  BC 

City of Bradford 

Carlisle Council 

Canterbury City Council 

Cornwall Council 

Derbyshire CC 

Devon CC 

Dorset CC 

Edinburgh City Council 

Greenwich BC 

Gwynedd Council 

Lake District NPA 

Liverpool Council 

Orkney Islands Council 

South Lanarkshire Council 

Telford and Wrekin Council 
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Torfaen BC 

West Oxfordshire Council 

Westminster City Council 

Wiltshire CC 

Wirral Coun 

Wrexham BC 

In addition, organisations which play a primary role in the management of a UK World 

Heritage Site, or have a similar role in preparing a nomination for a Tentative List Site, are 

eligible to join. These include for example, The Canal and River Trust, Historic Royal 

Palaces, and the National Trust properties that have WH designation. Other organisations 

with an interest in World Heritage issues such as Universities, are also welcomed, as are 

interested individuals. The majority of our voting members are Local Authorities. 

 

Aim 
To promote and support for the benefit of the public the protection, conservation, 

presentation and transmission to future generations of the UK’s World Heritage Sites, 

defined as those places considered by the United Nations Educational Cultural and 

Scientific Organisation (UNESCO) as having such Outstanding Universal Value that they 

warrant being inscribed on the World Heritage List through the powers of the international 

Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 1972. 

To support for the benefit of the public the development of World Heritage Site 

nominations for the UK’s Tentative List Sites, defined as sites on the UK Government’s 

official Tentative List for nomination for World Heritage Status. 

To advance the education of the public in general in respect of the significance and values 

of the UK’s World Heritage Sites and Tentative List Sites, as defined above. 

To undertake effective advocacy for the joint benefit of the UK’s World Heritage Sites and 

for the WH Convention. 

To facilitate and encourage networking, share good practice and exchange information 

between relevant organisations. Undertake joint projects and provide a platform in order to 

promote the UK’s WH Sites to allow more people to experience access and enjoy. 

 

Key Activities / Outcomes of work undertaken  
 
WH UK continues to liaise closely with Historic England, DCMS, and the UK UNESCO 

National Commission which provides for information exchange, training and support, and 
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contact with Parliamentarians. We have collaborated with Cadw and Historic Environment 

Scotland in arranging meetings and are appreciative of the sponsorship offered by all 

these bodies.   

Within the period of this report we held two major events to meet our Objects;- 

1.  A two day national World Heritage Conference at The Tower of London WHS on 

the subject of “Setting the Scene for World Heritage”. Over 100 delegates 

attended, including the Minister. Controversial issues, such as tall buildings in WH 

Sites, were debated;   

2. A technical skills development workshop at the Blaenavon World Heritage Centre 

focussing on youth involvement.  

They have all elicited very positive feedback and have given us confidence that we are 

achieving success as a charity, and also learning from our members.    Over the period we 

grew our membership in terms of both voting and non-voting members, and disseminated 

a large number of news blogs in relation to the subject matter.   

The Review of the UK’s WH Sites is underway under the direction of our President, Chris 

Blandford. This focuses on the needs of the UK’s WH Sites particularly in terms of 

economic sustainability, given reduced public funding. The review also has the purpose of 

expanding the advocacy, networking and promotion of World Heritage UK to strengthen 

awareness and establish partnerships.  

In connection with the Review a successful application has been made to the HLF 

Resilience Fund. A Project Manager is to be appointed. 

 
 
 
 

 


