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The EU 2012 work programme, equivalent to the Queen’s Speech, was 
published on 15 November 2011, and contains legislative proposals to be put 
forward between 2012 and 2014. The following EU lobbying priorities are 
proposed, covering issues which we feel will affect councils in coming years 
from a funding, cost, or regulatory point of view. It includes ongoing priorities 
carried over from 2011. 
 
EU proposal and expected impact on member authoriti es Launch of  

proposal    
  
 
Children and Young People  
 

 

Child poverty : may establish common principles of intervention 
on support to families (labour market, income support) and 
services (childcare, education, healthcare, housing and social 
services).   

June 2012 

  
 
Economy and Transport 
 

 

EU Budget review (2014-2020) including structural f unds  is 
crucial to councils as they currently benefit from the £8bn EU 
regeneration and skills funding which comes to the UK. The LGA 
seeks a more coherent, locally responsive and accessible future 
EU funding package.   

Proposals  
published – 
lobbying 
ongoing.  

CO2 from cars and vans : will set new targets for manufacturers, 
but may affect procurement of local authority fleet.   

Dec 2012 

Revisions to regional aid guidelines  post 2013 will affect the 
UK ‘assisted areas’ map and the levels of grant support councils 
can offer to both EU and UK businesses.   
Revisions to ‘block exemption’ & de minimis state aid 
regulations  could make it easier for councils to award state aid 
to companies without having to notify the EU.   
Revisions to state aid rules for broadband  may make it easier 
for councils to provide support schemes in locally.   

Sept 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
July 2012 

  
 
Environment and Housing 
 

 

Directive on energy efficiency and savings : LGA believes 
requirement to renovate 3% of their buildings (over 250m2) 
annually by 2014 is too inflexible, and that the law must recognise 
the need to balance energy efficiency ambitions with value for 
money procurement contracts.   

Published – 
lobbying 
ongoing 

Directive on water efficiency in buildings : may set binding Expected 



thresholds and have a significant cost to councils who own large 
numbers of municipal buildings and social housing.   

2012  

Review of the Environmental Impact Assessment Direc tive  
will seek to improve local council implementation of EU laws. 
Other measures include Seventh environmental action 
programme which will set priorities to 2020, including better 
enforcement, and evaluation and potential review of the 
Environmental Liability Directive .   

July 2012 
 
Oct 2012 
 
 
2014 

Revision of Waste Framework and Waste Stream Directives, 
result in regulations implemented by councils. The review is 
welcome, but must not add to existing duties. New diversion 
targets from other waste streams will be added to the EU Landfill  
Directive moving towards zero land filling by 2050.    

Both in 2014 

Air Quality Directive – may set new standards for air quality 
management. 2013 is “European year of air quality”.   

2013 

Energy efficient production and distribution  – may scope EU 
harmonisation of smart energy grids and metering.   

Autumn 
2012 

Revision of EU Greenhouse Gas : revise directive on fluorinated 
greenhouse gases which led to fridge mountains.   

June 2012 

  
 
Finance  
 

 

Review of MIFID directive: Has proposed reclassification of UK 
councils as ‘non-professional’ investors thus harming their ability 
to invest public funds.    

Published 
lobbying 
ongoing 

VAT affecting public authorities : councils’ ability to claim back 
VAT from government for goods/services they buy for the public 
sector (crèches etc) may be threatened by common EU approach 
for public bodies in the EU.     

  
 
 

  
 
Improvement  
 

 

Major review of EU public procurement rules . LGA will lobby 
to ensure a simpler and lighter regime overall, and a more flexible 
approach to shared services. LGA will lobby for light touch 
regulation on service concessions  which may affect councils’ 
franchise arrangements (leisure centres, toll bridges, waste 
concessions, car parks, school canteens).  

Expected 
mid Dec 
2011 

  
 
International  
 

 

Role of civil society and local authorities in development .   Oct 2012 
European Neighbourhood Policy  and the Eastern Partnership   2012 
  
 
Regulation  

 



 
Proposals to review EU Directives and regulations on organic 
food, tobacco sales, general product safety, animal health, and 
official controls along the food chain could affect councils’ trading 
standards  and environmental health teams.   

During 2012-
13  
 
 

European consumer agenda : consumer safety, information and 
education, rights, redress and access to justice, and enforcement. 

Summer 
2012 

  
 
Tourism 
 

 

European tourism label sector  – legislation to bring quality 
evaluation of the sector.   

2012 

  
 
Workforce 
 

 

Review of the Working Time Directive : could affect local 
services (care homes, and fire services etc). While ensuring 
health and safety, LGA will lobby to keep the 48 hour opt-out; 
ensure not all on-call time is classed as working time; and that 
compensatory rest is taken flexibly. Negotiations underway 
through EU social partners with LGA involvement.   

Ongoing  

Freedom of movement for workers  within the Union: may 
remove existing barriers to mobility and establish certain 
obligations on employers, including councils.   

Late 2012 

Green Paper on restructuring and economic adjustmen t: will 
identify successful practice in employment restructuring 
promoting employment and competitiveness.  �

2012 

Protection of workers  against risks associated with exposure to 
carcinogens. It may set cancer risk levels, improve risk 
management, and extend scope to cover new risks which are 
toxic for reproduction.   

2012 

Second stage consultation on work/family and private life  - 
measures to increase female employment rates and tackling the 
demographic challenge.   

2012 

�


