
Census 2021 Webinar Q&A 

1. Will it be possible for users to create and download our own custom multivariate 

datasets i.e. choose the combination of variable? 

a. Yes, this will be available in the Data combining multiple variables, England 

and Wales: Census 2021 release which currently has a provisional release 

date of 28 March. You will be able to choose and change the area type, 

coverage and variables for Census 2021 data. Variables are about 

demography and migration; UK armed forces veterans; ethnic group, 

national identity, language, and religion; Welsh language skills; housing; 

labour market and travel to work; education; and health, disability and 

unpaid care.  

 

2. Will Ward and LSOA level maps become available in the future? 

There are currently no plans to make the maps available for these 

geographies. Census products may be developed further and your 

suggestion will be captured to contribute towards possible development 

plans. 

 

3. How can we download census maps as shown on the website and not just the data 

download? 

a. You can embed interactive or static versions of the maps by clicking on the 

embed button. You will be given a snippet of code to use should your 

CMS/website/software allow. If a user needs a static image then they 

should look to take a screenshot. 

 

4. Will there be the functionality to compare areas side by side in the same image? 

a. There is no side-by-side functionality currently planned. Census products 

may be developed further and your suggestion will be captured to 

contribute towards possible development plans. 

 

5. With regards Ward data, our local wards changed at the May 2021 election. Will the 

data be released in these new wards? 

a. For our census outputs, the ward boundaries used are those in effect at 

May 2022. 

 

6. Can you upload your own geographies into the custom profile tool? 

a. Build a custom area profile is a simple tool that allows you to create a 

Census 2021 data profile covering any area in England and Wales, 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/datacombiningmultiplevariablesenglandandwalescensus2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/datacombiningmultiplevariablesenglandandwalescensus2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/draw/


including one that you draw for yourself on a map. Once you have drawn an 

area, you can save it and upload it again. For instructions on this please 

read the guidance here. 

 

7. Can you build custom geographies based on selecting multiple local authorities (e.g. 

to build up a former County area) 

a. A user would currently need to build that area up. There is no way to select 

multiple areas at present. Census products may be developed further and 

your suggestion will be captured to contribute towards possible 

development plans. 

 

8. I really welcome the custom area profile tool which allows UTLA level profiles to be 

created. With the recent Census releases it has only been presented at LTLA so this 

makes it very difficult for 2 tier authorities to understand summary statistics - we 

would welcome more UTLA level data please 

a. The custom profiles have recently been updated to allow easier 

comparisons to parent geographies. E.g. if someone selects Fareham then 

they can now choose Hampshire as the comparator area. 

 

9. In the census custom area builder you can only view certain categories of statistics at 

a grouped level. For instance, ethnic group is only displayed at the high group level 

i.e. Asian, Black, Mixed, White, Other. The ethnic groups under these headings have 

very different characteristics and geographic distribution, so it would be very useful to 

have that functionality as a further development. 

a. We currently show categories that are a) available to output area level, and 

b) have a relatively small number of options. This is to keep the chart sizes 

manageable. Census products may be developed further and your 

suggestion will be captured to contribute towards possible development 

plans. 

 

10. It will be great to compare questions, such as those that can't speak English to first 

language 

a. Yes, the ‘build your own table’ functionality will allow to cross-tabulate Main 

language (aggregated) and Proficiency in English. Data availability for a 

particular area will be subject to Statistical Disclosure Control. 

 

11.  Very interested in the life course, is that tracking movement of households over time, 

for example could we see over a 20–40-year period whether people who move away 

https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2023/01/17/custom-profiles/


from their birth/home areas return to those areas in later life? 

a. The ONS Longitudinal Study could be used to look at this as it has linked 

data from 1971 Census onwards. There is also a user support team called 

Celsius who support researchers wanting to use the Longitudinal Study if 

they are UK-based and from the academic, public or voluntary sectors. 

Please email longitudinalstudy@ons.gov.uk  for more information. 

 

12. Can the census identify relationship between carer and cared for? could the fall in 

carers reflect lower fertility rate of baby boomer generation? 

a. No information is collected on the census questionnaire on the relationship 

between carer and cared for (only relationships between everyone in 

household are available and you wouldn’t know if this included the cared for 

person or not). 

 

13. Given ONS' caveat that data may be swapped at lower geographies to prevent 

disclosure, how reliable is data at LSOA level? 

a. Targeted record-swapping will not have a material impact on the reliability 

of the census estimates at LSOA level. Our methods look to swap 

households that match on some basic characteristics such as household 

size so that the numbers of individuals, as well as the numbers of 

households, in each area are preserved.  

 

14. In terms of defining your own areas, can you define new areas that are not adjacent 

to each other. for example areas with a local authority with a common characteristic 

(such as deprivation, flood risk areas etc)? 

There’s no functionality to do this at present. You can create non 

continuous areas, but not based on a feature type. Census products may 

be developed further and your suggestion will be captured to contribute 

towards possible development plans. 

 

15. There is a significant prison population in a fairly sparsely populated part of our area 

and those serving sentences of 12 months or more will have completed individual 

forms. For some metrics it is obvious (high levels of economic inactivity) - for others 

(health? age?) less so - might it be possible to adjust for this 

This is not something that we would do as including the prison population 

needs to be reflected in the area population. If the prison population needs to 

be excluded, we would suggest the following ways:   



a. As part of the flexible table builder scheduled for release on 28th March, 

separate data for Communal Establishments and Households will be 

available. At that time you will be able to look at Household data only. It 

would also exclude other CE populations such as hospitals etc however this 

might not be an issue for your use.  

b. The data is available at the published geographies i.e. Admin, health, 

parliamentary constituencies, wards etc. and so you could to filter to a 

specific area to exclude the area where the prison is situated and therefore 

exclude the population. This depends on the exact location of the prison. It 

is possible that other populations will also be excluded.  

c. A combination of the two, will probably yield the most accurate result.    

16. Our ward boundaries and names are changing after the election this year. When will 

we be able to obtain Census data for these? We have a lot of interest in ward level 

data. 

a. For our census outputs, the ward boundaries used are those in effect at 

May 2022. To obtain Census data for future boundary changes you will 

need to use a lookup when released by the ONS Open Geography Portal 

https://geoportal.statistics.gov.uk/ 

 

17. Will data be available for the new Local Authority boundaries emerging from Local 

Government Reform happening in various places? (e.g. Cumbria is being split into 

two new LAs as of April) 

a. We will be releasing more data into the ‘build your own table’ functionality in 

Phase 3 to accommodate the Local Authority Boundary changes that come 

into effect 01 April 2023. 

 

18. Did you find that the geographical analysis of false data revealed factors that led to 

specific interventions?  

a. Our quality assurance of the data did not identify any problems caused by 

intentionally false data. However, we did act on some of our QA findings to 

ensure that the census estimates are as reliable as possible. You can find 

more information on what we did in How we assured the quality of the 2021 

Census estimates . 

 

19. Sorry not a question - a note that we would really like the age-standardised health 

data available at smaller geographical levels - please! Thanks 

On 19 January we published Age Standardised Proportions (ASP’s) for 

https://geoportal.statistics.gov.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/howweassuredthequalityofcensus2021estimates#assessing-and-acting-on-quality-assurance-findings
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/howweassuredthequalityofcensus2021estimates#assessing-and-acting-on-quality-assurance-findings


health at various geographies, the smallest of which is lower tier local 

authority. 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/TS037ASP/editions/2021/versions/2 It is 

not possible to calculate ASP’s lower than local authority level. 

 

20. Are there YouTube tutorials available on these tools? would be great to encourage 

more self-service from colleagues. the tools are great. 

 

a. There are some plans in the works to provide walkthroughs – we can share 

more when they become available. Keep an eye on our social channels. 

You might find some of the blogs here of use - 

https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2023/01/17/custom-profiles/ and 

https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2022/11/02/census-maps/  

 

 

 

21. Will numbers be added in to custom area profiles (currently just percentages)? 

a. There are no plans to include numbers at present. Census products may be 

developed further and your suggestion will be captured to contribute 

towards possible development plans. 

 

 

22. If we set up some custom areas, can these be areas be shared with others, be 

publicly available. 

a. If you want to save an area for later use, you can click “save selected area” 

from the top-right menu. This gives you the option to name your area and 

save it as a GeoJSON file, or to simply copy a list of the GSS codes (eg. 

E00187682) for all the individual output areas that you have selected.  

Note that it should be possible to load the GeoJSON file into any mapping 

software to see the boundary of your custom area.  

You can load any GeoJSON area file that you have previously saved from the 

tool. Just click on the “upload a saved area” button on the right of the area 

search box and then choose the file on your hard disk.  

Note that it is also possible to upload a polygon saved from another GIS 

software. The format of the file must be GeoJSON, and should only contain a 

single feature/polygon. In the case of a geojson file with multiple features, 

only the first one will be loaded. 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/TS037ASP/editions/2021/versions/2
https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2023/01/17/custom-profiles/
https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2022/11/02/census-maps/


 Further details here  https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2023/01/17/custom-

profiles/.  

 

23. How can a profile be downloaded from the custom profile so that it has the same 

appearance as on the screen. At the moment by downloading this is saving as a 

PNG and we would like to save as a PDF so that we can have a profile of an area 

and then upload to our website. 

a. It’s not currently possible to save this as PDF. You can embed the profile 

using the embed code, if your website allows this. Census products may be 

developed further and your suggestion will be captured to contribute 

towards possible development plans. 

https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2023/01/17/custom-profiles/
https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2023/01/17/custom-profiles/

