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PAS Bulletin 

The clocks have changed, the leaves are finally coming off the trees and the next big thing to look forward 
to is Christmas. Unless you count the Housing & Planning White Paper which will definitely have lots of 
impact on us all. You can find out what these changes mean in practice and hear directly from DCLG 
officials at our events in early December.  

Despite the changes on the horizon none of us can afford to sit and wait for them. This bulletin provides a 
broad range of support for officers and councillors, including a new event focusing on the relationship 
between planning and economic success of places and the ever-relevant viability training. To cut down on 
costs, rather than coming to our events some councils are clubbing together and asking us to come to them 
- if you can summon a crowd of 10 or more it will make sense for you to talk to us.  

The Knowledge Hub  continues to provide a space for you to ask questions of and answer your peers. The 
technical details of CIL and the peculiar circumstances of enforcement cases are not easy or glamorous 
but they need to be done correctly. We've just set up a new forum for planning statistics - many councils 
have found out that they are not accounting for extensions of time, and things are about to change again 
with PPIPs and TDCs.  
 
Lastly after many years of leading PAS we say thank you and goodbye to Alice, who returns to the frenetic 
world that is a local authority planning department in 2016. We will miss you and hope to see you at an 
event soon. 

 

 

 
 

 

Thinking & learning for planners events  

Planning Successful Places  

There has never been more focus on planning. Government implementing reforms, the public getting more 
involved through neighbourhood planning, much more scrutiny on decisions made locally. Planners need to 
be able to work creatively and thoughtfully to make successful places. The focus for us all should not be on 
the paper, it should be on the delivery of place. This event is open to both DM and policy people. It's a 
great opportunity to get out of the office and grow as practitioners, you will:   

• Be challenged on new ways to articulate the value of planning and how your work improves 
delivery 



• Get a chance to reflect on how concepts like 'vision' direct the development of places 

• Improve your understanding of how councillors and developers see the world. 

Cost £210: click here for dates and venues  

DM Planning White Paper review 

Our new minister has made it pretty clear that we can expect a whole raft of changes to the way we do 
Development Management. Our guess is that they will include resources, performance, and more freedoms 
generally for "good" councils and groups of councils.  

Some changes will appear in the Autumn Statement and related announcements, others may take the form 
of pilots or opportunities to test things out. We're holding a series of free events in Birmingham, Exeter and 
London to help practitioners understand what's happening and what they need to do about it. There isn't an 
agenda yet - we don't know yet what's going to happen. But book your place so you can take the time to 
think things through and hear from the horse's mouth where things are going. 

Cost nil: click here for dates and venues    

A modern housing policy  

Planning for housing is a central aim of the NPPF, Planning & Housing Act and the many subsequent 
changes through the governments reform agenda. What a modern housing policy looks like has changed 
and the challenge is to successfully plan for housing for your communities for the future, making sure your 
policies are about supporting communities and not just numbers. 

This event will look at the changes and challenges and share examples of how local authorities are 
responding to produce modern housing policies. 

Cost £210: click here for dates and more informatio n 

Leadership events 

Leadership Essentials - The Government and planning  reform 

The Government and planning reform: Planning Changes – will they help?  
This course will look at the planning reforms in the Housing and Planning Act, the Neighbourhood Planning 
Bill and the soon to be announced Planning White Paper; what will change and what it means to councils 
and decision making. 

Cost per place are subsidised to £250.  

Click here for dates & more information  

PAS Annual Conference  

If, like us, you often find yourself asking - 'What  on earth is going on?' then come to our one-day 
winter conference early in the New Year. By then we’ll have a clearer picture of the particular stamp this 
government wants to put on planning, the Housing & Planning Bill will have taken root, the Autumn 
statement will have been read and there may even be a response to the LPEG findings. Not to mention the 
future for devolution, and what designation will actually mean for both DM and plan making. 

We’ll help you with the ‘what does this all mean for us?’ question, by lining up colleagues and other experts 
from across the sector that are doing the early grappling and getting to grips with the new world. The 
precise agenda is still to be finalised, but you can expect our usual mix of the practical, the topical and a 
little bit of future-gazing as we ponder ‘what on earth will be next?’. 

Cost £210: click here for dates and information  

News and thoughts 



PIPA Annual Conference   

We're happy to plug the RTPI's conference for councillors: the 2016 PIPA Conference, is in Manchester on 
19th November 2016. The theme this year is 'Overcoming common challenges across the UK and 
Ireland through Planning' . Our Adam is speaking so perhaps we'll see you there. 

Full information is available here  

After spending some time with councils wanting to understand their productivity and the gap between fees 
and income Richard Crawley thinks the unthinkable - he thinks we shouldn't try to mend the current system 
of handling planning applications but start over . And he continues to think in very basic ways: who knows 
what planning applications actually are? I mean really - what does a random sample of 100 applications 
look like , what happens to them and how long does it all take? Perhaps understanding what applicants are 
trying to do will help us design a better system for them? 

Hot topics on the Knowledge Hub  

We've listed a few of the most popular topics on the Knowledge Hub this month awaiting your input (you 
may have to be signed-in to reply). 

Using self-build to avoid CIL  
 
Is it lawful if an action is not listed in an Enfor cement Register?  
 
Should we consult on the Examiner's changes to a Neig hbourhood Plan?  
 
How much does a local plan cost?  
 
Local Finance Considerations and committee reports - murky and confusing?  

More about the KHub here 

Subscribe to our other e-bulletins 

   

 


